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For Release Monday, R-I487 
July 7, 1941 

U. S. DEPART3iEl--IT OF UBOR 
VJAGE AND HOUR DIVISION 

'• " Washington 

WACiE ORDERS JNCRUSE RATES OF 5^00,000 . ; 

Abo-at 800,000 workers i n lov/ v/ago i n d u s t r i e s have r ece ived i n c r e a s e s through 

industry-Hage o r d e r s . General P h i l i p B. Fleming, Admin is t ra to r of the Wage and 

Hour Di-Tision, U. S. Depa.rtment of U b o r , announced today . 

" I t i s a mis take t o t h i n k of t h e Wage and Hour Uw as j u s t a 3O c e n t s - a n -

hoiu? law," General Fleming sa id i n making pub l ic inid-year fi,gi.;re.s on i n d u s t r i e s 

o p e r a t i n g under v/age o r d e r s . "The 3^ cen t s - an -hour rrdnim.uni wage fo r a l l those 

engaged i n i n t e r s t a t e coiiiaerce or i n tho produc t ion of goods f o r i n t e r s t a t e 

commerce, which went i n t o ef fec t on October 24, 1939, inc reased t h e wage r a t e 

-if about 610,000. workers . I n d u s t r i a l v^age o rde r s e s t a b l i s h i n g udnimi-uii wage 

r a t e s above 30 cen t s a n hour up to 40 cen ts a n hour have inc reased t h e wages 

of about 800,000 v/orkers. For ty cen ts an hour becomes t h e u n i v e r s a l minimum on 

October 24, 1945 . " 

The l a r g e s t groups r a i s e d by v;age orders recomiaended by comraittees equal.ly 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e employers, t he employees, and t h e p u b l i c , a r e 300,000 

t e x t i l e workers , 190,000 garment v/orkers, 65,000 ra . i l road v/orkers, and 60,000 

shoe v/orkers . . . . 

Ihe procedure by v/hich t h e s e wage o rde r s have been i ssued was upheld by 

the Supreme Court i n t h e Opp Cotton I d l l s case , and nDre r e c e n t l y and i n more 

d e t a i l by the Urdted S t a t e s Court of Appeals f o r t h e D i s t r i c t of Columbia i n 

t h e Southern Garment Manufacturers c a s e . 
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The t e x t i l e wage order requiring payment of a t l ea s t 37-1/2 cents an 

hour to a l l employees in the t ex t i l e industry i s the second issued for that 

industry. The industry operated for more than a year on a v/age order 

requir ing payment of 32-1/2 cents an hour. 

Increases in the minimum -m-ge to 40 cents an hour have been recommended 

by industry committees for the manufacture of those garments not already a t 

the 40 cent ra te under the apparel wage order, v/hich went into effect J'ily 15^ 

1940. A ra ta of 40 cents an hour has a lso been recommended for the knit ted 

underwear industry. These recomiaend.ation3 are av/aiting administrat ive approval 

or disapproval, 

A recorai;iendat:Lon of 36 cents an hour for the manufacture of seamless 

hosiery, an industry nov/ operating on a 32-.1/'2 cent v/age order, i s also 

p e n d i n g . 1 ' - -: • 

A tabula t ion of indust r ies now under wage orders and the number of 

workers affected follows. The t o t a l number of workers affected i s 792,900, 

The t o t a l employed by industr ies under v/;-Ag& orders i s 3,476,200. A v/age 

order covering the manufacture of rubber and rubber products, v/hich v/ill go 

into effect on July 28, w i l l affect 9,900 addition^-il v/orkers and bring the 

t o t a l number of those receiving wage increases to raor',- than 800,000. 
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WAGS OPEMS 

COMI TIES 

Woolen. 

Apparel 
Men's Wear: 

Men' s & Boys' Clo th ing , . 
Sportswear & Other Odd Oute rwear . . . 
Lea the r & Sheep-Lined Garments 
Rainwear . . . . . , , 
Single Pants & Breeches Other Than 
those of lOOfa cotton fabric , 
Single Pants of 100^ Cotton Fabric, 
Overalls, Coveralls & Work Shirts, 

Dress Shirts, Collars & Sleeping 
V7es.r,.;,..........,.... 
Men's £: Boys' Underwear of Woven 
Fabric 

Women's Wear; 
Cloaks, Suits & Separate Skirts.... 
Dresses,, 
Blouses , S h i r t w a i s t s , Neclqi/ear, 

Scarfs 
Corsets & Allied Garments,.... 
Underwear, Nightwear & Negligees. 
Made.of Woven Fabric 
Infants' &. Children's Outerwear,,., 
P.obes 
Washable Service Apparel . 

Accessor ies & Special P roduc t s ; 
Caps & Cloth Hats , , 
B e l t s 
Covered Buttons & Buckles 
Garters, Suspenders, Arm Bands,.... 
Ladies' Handbags 
Artificial Flowers & Feathers 
Men's NecCTear & Scarfs 
Gloves &. Mittens Other. Than Work 
Gloves & Mittens 
Work Gloves & Mittens 
Handkerchi cfs 

Hosiery........... 
Pull-Fashioned, 
Seamless,,,.... 

Hat. 
Wool-Felt, Pur-Felt, Hatters' Fur., 
Straw and Harvest 

Millinery 

Shoes & Allied Industries, 

WASE 
BATS 

36 

40 
40 
40 
40 

37-1/2 

32-1/2 

33-1/2 

32-1/2 

40 
35 

35 
35 

35 
35 
35 
35 

40 
40 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 

35 
32-1/2 
32-1/2 

40 
33-1/2 

40 
35 

40 

35 

iroi'Ssii 
EiCL0'£ED 

1 5 0 , 0 0 0 

650 .000 

1 2 6 , 6 0 0 
1 4 , 0 0 0 

4 , 1 0 0 
4 , 5 0 0 

7 , 0 0 0 

6 6 , 0 0 0 

68 ,000 

1 0 , 0 0 0 

4 0 , 0 0 0 
134 ,500 

1 2 , 4 0 0 
1 7 , 2 0 0 

3 0 , 1 5 0 ' 
2 9 , 5 0 0 

2 , 8 0 0 
9 ,900 

3 , 4 5 0 
3 , 6 0 0 

800 
3 , 0 0 0 

1 2 , 2 0 0 
5 ,500 

1 0 , 3 0 0 

1 3 , 9 0 0 
1 5 , 0 0 0 

5 ,600 

1 4 0 . 0 0 0 
80 ,000 
5 0 , 0 0 0 

2 5 . 0 0 0 
2 1 , 1 0 0 

3 , 9 0 0 

2 3 , 5 0 0 

2 3 4 , 0 0 0 

irOMBER --
AFFECT3I) 

i 2 , ' 0 0 0 

1 9 0 . 0 0 0 

1 3 , 5 0 0 
8 , 2 0 0 

850 
2 , 0 0 0 

3 , 1 0 0 

3 3 , 5 0 0 

2 7 , 9 0 0 

6 ,900 

600 
3 1 , 0 0 0 

2 , 3 0 0 
3 , 4 0 0 

1 1 , 5 0 0 
1 2 , 8 0 0 

900 
2 , 8 0 0 

1 ,350 
800 
300 

1 ,000 
4 , 8 0 0 
1 ,800 
3 , 0 0 0 

' 5 , 7 0 0 
7 ,300 
2 , 7 0 0 

4 6 . 0 0 0 
1 6 , 0 0 0 
3 0 , 0 0 0 

5 .500 
4 , 5 0 0 
1 ,000 

-3 ,500 

6 0 , 0 0 0 

-• - EFFECTIVE-
DATE 

June 1 7 , 1 9 4 0 

J u l y 1 5 , 1 9 4 0 

-, ,-•..'--.. 

• • 

-.. *. .̂  

.-• • - - J y 

- .' 

• a •' 

• ••-;,' 'S- •-. 

- i' ••••-

.,' : -

. ' 

Sept. 18,1939 

J u l y 1,1940 

Jan ,15 ,1940 

Apr,29,1940 
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WAGE ORDERS (2) 

WAGE 
: • ' COMITIES .'" ''a-- : - . ^ ™ 

Knitted Outerwear 35 

Knitted Underwear & Commercial 
-: Knitting 33-1/2 

pailroad Carrier. 
- Tninklines 36 
; Shortlines., 33 

Leather -40 

f u l p & Pr imary.Paper '10 

Carpet and Rug 
Wool and Wool-Yarn 40 
Paper , Grass, F ibe r , Cotton 35 

Luggage and Lea ther 35 

Converted Papor Produc ts . . . , 
Folding Paper Boxes 40 
Shipping Conta iners . 40 
Pap er Cups. 40 
Bot t i e Caps & Hoods --iO 
W.axed P a p e r s . 40 
Carbon Paper 40 
Tov/els & T o i l e t . T i s s u e s , 40 
Auto Pane ls •(IO 
Pho to Kountings 40 
Waterproof Paper. 1̂0 
Glazed & Fancy Paper 40 
Commercial Envelopes 'IC' 
Tags and Labels. 40 
G'ommed Papers 40 
Die Cut Specialties 40 
Sensitized Papers 40 
: Sand Paper. 40 
Stationery. 40 
Pla,3dng Cards 40 
Book Matches , -IO 
Loose-leaf & Blank Books, Tablets & 
Pads, Index Cards 40 
All products not included in any of 
the enumerated divisions of the 
Industry.in which the principal basic 
component consists of synthetic 
material 40 

All p roduc t s not inc luded i n any of 
the enumerated d i v i s i o n s of the 
Indus t ry mr.de by the coa t ing or 
irapregnading of paper or paper 
board with any m a t e r i a l , , 40 

NUMBER 
Et-IPLO'fED 

23,000 

^ B E R 
AFFECTED 

EFF:ECTIVF 
DATE 

7,500 July 1,1940 

1 
1 

6 0 , 0 0 0 

0 1 7 . 0 0 0 
0 0 0 , 0 0 0 

1 7 , 0 0 0 

5 0 , 0 0 0 • 

130 ,000 

31.COO 
3 0 , 1 0 0 

SOO 

1 8 , 2 5 0 

200 .000 

1 6 , 0 0 0 

6 5 , 3 0 0 
6 0 , 0 0 0 

5 ,300 

• 3 ,000 

- 8 ,500 

1 .100 
1 ,000 

100 

4 , 9 0 0 

5 0 . 0 0 0 

May 6 ,1940 

March 1 ,1941 

S e p t , 1 6 , 1 9 4 0 

S e p t . 1 6 , 1 9 4 0 

Mari; 1 7 , 1 9 4 1 

J a n , 6, 1941 

J u n e 3 0 , 1 9 4 1 

I 
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WAGE ORDERS (3 ) 

WAGE NU1-I3.ER NUl-QSE EFFECTIVE 
C0!MITTEE pJlTE EMPLOIIID iiFFECTED DAIS 

Converted Paper Produc t s (Continued) . -
Shipping Sacks 38 . , 
Pap cr B a g s , . . . . , . 38 
Miscel laneous R o l l s & Wra,pping . . . ' ' • 

S p e c i a l t i e s 38 . . . 
Products not elsev/here c l a s s i f i e d . , , 38 . 
P l a i n Ro l l s , ' . 36 
Set-up Boxes 36 .. . . . . . . . . 
Cans, Tubes, Cores & Rela ted 
P r o d u c t s , , 36 . , . , , • - " • ; 

Expandir.g Envelopes & Ficlated 
Products 36 . ., " 

Lace & F lu ted Pr«per Products 36 . . . 
Twisted Paper. Prod-ucts , 35 . .,. 

Embroideries , 37-1/2 14,250 

P o r t a b l e Lamp & . S h a d e , , , . . " . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 10,000 

Enameled U t e n s i l 40 6,200 

Drug, Medicine, T o i l e t P r e p a r a t i o n s . . . -10 44,000 

T e x t i l e 37-1 /3 650,000 

4,400 

5,000 

./ 1,200 

9,000 

300,000 

Jan , 27, 1941 

J u l y 1, 1941 

Apr i l 21,1941 

J u l y 7,1941 

June 30,1941 

;/ if H 
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